CHAPTER VII

JOHN BROWN died at Windsor in the spring of
1883, It was perfectly natural and proper that
the Queen should wish the world to know what this
loss meant to her. Half a column of Court Circular
appeared in the Press, describing the course of his
illness and giving a summary of his life. He had
become a gillie at Balmoral in 1849, he rose in 1858
to be the Queen's personal servant in Scotland, and
in 1864 he became her personal attendant wherever
she was. During the last eighteen and a half years
he had never absented himself from duty for a
single day. " He has accompanied the Queen in
her daily walks and drives, and all her journeys and
expeditions as well as personally waiting on her at
banquets &c. ... To Her Majesty the loss is
irreparable, and the death of this truly devoted and
faithful servant has been a grievous shock to the
Queen."

At Osborne she put up to his memory a seat of
solid Aberdeen granite, and at Balmoral a statue for
which her Poet Laureate devised an inscription
which, though just in sentiment, cannot rank among
his finer lines.

Friend more than servant, loyal, truthful, brave:

Self less than duty ever to the grave.
She sent a photograph of him to the Empress
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